
Joint District Councillor’s Report 

District Councillor’s Monthly Report for the communities of Histon, Impington, Orchard Park and 

King’s Meadow. 

 

Genome Campus 

Planning Committee held a special session on October 28th to consider one application, the proposal 

to extend the world renowned Wellcome Foundation’s Genome Campus. The plan proposes an 

extension to the East of the A1301 road in Hinxton which will provide a new research-based 

community that will triple the space for genome related industries and provide 1500 homes for 

people working on the campus. This is an exception to the local plan, but will enable the Genome 

Campus to expand and develop a whole range of associated companies. A system will be in place to 

ensure that residents will be linked to work on the campus and provide for provision for recovering 

properties that have been sold for campus workers on a priority basis if residents sell up. A 

significant portion of the site will be retained as sustainable farmland, recreational open space, and 

for the planting of belts of woodland. The committee considered all the factors which influenced the 

decision, but in the end decided to approve the project by 8 votes to 1.  

Green Groups 

On 22nd October Martin presented the work of South Cambridgeshire DC to a green group in the 

Shelfords, Stapleford and Sawston and there was interesting exchange of ideas. This meeting 

emphasised the importance of promoting exchange of ideas between green groups in the district, 

and Martin was thus very pleased to support an application for a ‘Zero Carbon Communities’ grant 

from Cambridge Carbon Footprint, whose lead officer lives in the village, with this objective in mind. 

The result of the application is awaited.  

General Election 

With the declaration of a general election on December 12th, the local authority is in ‘purdah’ and no 

communications will be produced by the authority which might be seen as favouring one or the 

other candidates for Parliament. There is local interest in this campaign as on October 4th your local 

district councillor, Pippa Heylings, held her launch event as the prospective Liberal Democrat 

candidate for South East Cambridgeshire. The currently expected line-up also includes the sitting 

MP, Lucy Frazer, as the Conservative candidate, James Bull from Waterbeach as the Labour 

candidate, and a candidate from the Renew Party. At the time of writing both the Green and Brexit 

Party had announced that they were withdrawing their candidates in order to aid other candidates.  

Impington Lane Development. 

With the granting of permission on appeal, the development of this site will proceed. Trenches will 

be dug to appraise the archaeology of the site. It has been announced that agreement has been 

entered in to to enable the social housing on the site to be provided for South Cambridge District 

Council. 

 



Settled Status for EU citizens 

The District has been providing literature promoting the uptake of the new settled status by EU 

citizens and recommends all EU citizens to apply. A review of the current application rate was 

reviewed in the most recent meeting of the Council’s Brexit Advisory Committee.   

A meeting sponsored by the European Union to advise EU citizens seeking settled status was held in 

the Hotel Tamburlaine in Cambridge on 18th October 2019 and which Martin and Parish Councillor 

Aga Cahn attended. This highlighted the difficulties many EU citizens are having in obtaining settled 

status, especially elderly EU residents who do not have a clear work record or travel documents. 

Another problem is that it appears that there will be no physical record of the new status, and those 

claiming it will have to give those requiring to see evidence of settled status details of their 

application number and the number of the document used when applying (not necessarily the 

current identity document). How this will apply in practice is seen as a matter of considerable 

concern and if we leave the EU, local EU citizens will need to keep this information clearly to hand. 

Free advice on applications, funded by the Home Office, is available from GLADCA in Peterborough 

(www.gladca.org.uk) . Contact : Nasreen Khan: Tel 01733 566343.  

 

Burdett House 

A meeting was arranged with Peter Harper of Abbeyfield on 2nd November at which a consultation 

was to be made on the reactions of the local councillors to the proposals. A meeting with the 

residents was arranged for November 11th with a couple of councillors as observers. The 

consultation period runs to late November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gladca.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

Meetings in October 2019 

1st October Meadows Centre 
Consultation 

Martin, Steve 

4th October Workshop on Housing and 
Wellbeing 

Martin  

8th October  Planning Site visits Martin 

9th October Orchard Park Parish Council  Steve,  

15th October Local Nature Partnership Martin  

17th October Scrutiny and Overview 
Committee 

Martin, Steve 

18th October Planning Briefing Martin, Pippa 

21st October Histon and Impington PC Martin, Pippa, Steve 

22nd October  Conservation with The 
Shelfords, Stapleford and 
Sawston Green Conversation 

Martin (sub for Pippa) 

23rd October Cambridge Fringes JDCC Steve 

24th October Planning Committee Martin, Pippa 

24th October Brexit Advisory Group Martin, Steve 

29th October Civic Affairs Committee Martin 

 

Future Meetings 

2nd November Burdett House meeting Martin, Steve, Pippa 

11th November Burdett House meeting  

11th November Licensing Committee Steve 

11th November Budget Briefing Martin  

12th November Planning Site Visits Martin 

13th November Planning Committee Martin, Pippa 

13th November Orchard Park Parish Council Martin, Steve, Pippa 

14th November Scrutiny and Overview 
Committee 

Steve 

15th November Licensing Panel (Lakeview Field 
application) 

Steve 

19th November  Climate Change and 
Environment Committee 

Pippa, Martin 

20th November Cambridge Fringes JDCC Steve 

20th November Histon Parish Council Pippa, Martin, Steve 

28th November Full Council Martin, Steve, Pippa 

 


