
Joint District Councillor’s Report May 2020 

District councillors' monthly report for the communities of Histon & Impington, 
Orchard Park and King's Meadow.  

 
Your Councillors are always ready to help. If you have any questions about these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. Councillor Steve Hunt is on 01223 455180 or Cllr.HuntS@scambs.gov.uk, 
Councillor Martin Cahn is on 07826 748407 or Cllr.Cahn@scambs.gov.uk, Councillor Pippa Heylings is on 
07837 228416 or Cllr.Heylings@scambs.gov.uk. You can also follow your councillors on our webpage 
http://hiopcouncillors.org, on Twitter @pippa4hiop , and on Facebook @pippaheylings4hiop 
 

Covid-19 Business Support 
The Council continues to provide support to businesses in the district. There are a number of sources 
of information and support for businesses. The Government’s Business Support Helpline number is 
FREEPHONE 0800 998 1098. The helpline provides free, impartial business support and signposting 
services to businesses in England including business advice on Covid-19. 

You can also find free support, advice and sources of finance through the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Growth Hub https://cpcabusinesssupport.co.uk/business-support/ or speak to an 
advisor on webchat https://secure.livechatinc.com/licence/10701242/v2/open_chat.cgi?groups=0 
about support for your business. 

The most recent South Cambs business newsletter was released last week and can be found at 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/latest-business-
newsletters/ It has lots of useful information so please check it out if you are a business owner. 

Small Business Grants 
We were pleased to learn that a number of businesses in the ward have received grants under the 
Government’s “Small Business Grant Fund” and “Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund”. There 
may be companies which are eligible but have not yet applied. Applications will close on 22nd June so 
please check at the website below for eligibility criteria and if in doubt, apply. Note: companies do 
not have to pay Business Rates to qualify for these grants. 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/financial-support-for-
business/government-grants-for-businesses/ 

Discretionary Grants Scheme 
The District Council is administering the Discretionary Grants Scheme, which is aimed at the 
hundreds of local companies who have so far not been eligible for support under other grant 
schemes. 

Businesses which are eligible for cash grants from any other central Government Coronavirus-
related scheme are not eligible to receive a grant under this scheme, with the exception of support 
given under the Self Employed Income Support Scheme and the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme.  

The deadline to apply for the funding is Monday 22 June. 



Eligible businesses such as charities, market traders, B&Bs and those in shared offices or flexible 
workspaces are invited to apply as soon as possible. 

Businesses not included in the above, which form part of the supply chain for the retail, hospitality 
and leisure industry, can also apply provided they demonstrate they have lost around 75% of their 
annual income as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic. The wording around this part of the 
eligibility criteria has changed since the grant scheme was launched as previously businesses needed 
to demonstrate that they had lost at least 75% of their annual income. To help more companies, this 
was altered to around 75%. 

The one-off payments range from £2,500 for small firms, £10,000 for charities and up to £10,000 for 
other businesses connected to the retail, hospitality and leisure industry. Firms that have already 
benefitted from previous Government grants do not qualify.  

With funding limited, the over-riding factor for grant determination will be the number of people 
employed. These businesses will be advised of any decisions after 22 June. 

Among the qualifying criteria, businesses must have been trading on 11 March 2020, have a 
turnover of no more than £10.2m and employ less than 50 people.    

To apply or find out more about the scheme visit https://www.scambs.gov.uk/discretionarygrant/ 

Government’s Self-Employment Income Support Scheme 
If you’re eligible and want to claim the first grant you must claim on or before 13 July 2020. 

The scheme has been extended and those eligible will be able to claim a second and final grant in 
August. The grant will be worth 70 percent of their average monthly trading profits, paid out in a 
single instalment covering three months’ worth of profits, and capped at £6,570 in total. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-
income-support-scheme 

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 

The Government has announced that from 1 July 2020, businesses will be given the flexibility to 
bring furloughed employees back to work part time. Individual firms will decide the hours and shift 
patterns their employees will work on their return, so that they can decide on the best approach for 
them - and will be responsible for paying their wages while in work. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wages-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme 

Covid-19 Testing Site at Milton 
A drive-through coronavirus testing facility has opened at the Milton Park & Ride on the edge of 
Cambridge. Anyone experiencing a new, continuous cough, a high temperature, or a loss of or 
change in their normal sense of smell or taste, can book an appointment on the NHS website 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-
you-have-coronavirus/ or by calling 119 to be tested for whether they currently have coronavirus. 



Covid-19 Hardship Energy Voucher Scheme 

A Covid-19 Hardship Energy Voucher Scheme provides energy vouchers for residents struggling to 
top up pre-pay meters due to the COVID-19 crisis. This could include anyone whose income has 
significantly reduced due to job loss or significant reduction in hours, or who is already on a low 
income and has seen costs increased due to having more people at home every day and not having 
school meals, for example. Citizens Advice would be the best route for South Cambridgeshire 
residents to access this, as a referral is needed. Please email: scambscovid@cambridgecab.org.uk   

Track & Trace 
From May 28th people across Cambridgeshire are being urged to support a new NHS Test and Trace 
programme which will aim to track every single case of coronavirus in our communities to stop the 
infection spreading. 

As we move out of the national lockdown, we are asking those who have been in contact with 
anyone who might have the virus to isolate themselves. 

Cambridgeshire County Council will also be able to take robust action where a number of people 
have or are suspected of having caught the virus. 

From now on, everyone is being asked to follow this three-step plan: 

Step 1 - If you have one or more of the symptoms of coronavirus – a fever, a new continuous cough 
or a loss of taste or smell – you and the people you live with must immediately self-isolate. 

Step 2 – You then must book a test on the NHS coronavirus website and if you don’t have internet 
access dial 119. Do not leave home for any other reason. If you test positive, you will then be 
contacted by the NHS Test and Trace service within 24 hours. 

Step 3 – If you do test positive, NHS Test and Trace will help you establish who you have been in 
contact with and might have infected. This could be members of your own household already 
isolating or someone you have been within 2 metres of for more than 15 minutes. You will also be 
given clinical advice and support for dealing with the virus. NHS Test and Trace will then contact 
those contacts anonymously. If you are one of those contacts, you will be advised to isolate for 14 
days, even if you don’t have symptoms or feel perfectly well. If you developed symptoms, you would 
be required to get a test. 

A network of COVID-19 hubs is working across the county to help people who need support at this 
time and don’t have family, friends or neighbours they can ask for help. 

People who need help whilst isolating should visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 0345 045 
5219. 

Histon & Impington Community Land Trust 
SCDC approved the application received from Histon & Impington Community Land Trust for a grant 
of £4,500 to help them to legally set up as a Community Benefit Society. Histon & Impington CLT 
believe that this would be the best legal format to deliver their objectives.  It will give them the 
opportunity to act as custodians for the villages and provide much needed affordable homes for 



people with strong local connections. It will also safeguard community assets and buildings and give 
local people a say on what they want for Histon & Impington, including the appropriate design 
standards of homes/buildings to complement the villages. 

As councillors we were very happy to support this application, and look forward to seeing the 
Community Benefit Society set up and working to advance the CLT’s work. 

Celebrating Volunteers 
To mark National Volunteers Week, Council leader Bridget Smith along with other councillors 
highlighted the amazing work of the thousands of volunteers across the district in their response to 
the COVID-19 crisis. It really is quite inspiring seeing how communities have pulled together in so 
many ways across all of our communities. 

Waste Collection 
We are happy to report that the Shared Waste Service achieved 100% of planned green bin 
collection during the last fortnight. Please let us know if there are any issues with your waste 
collection. 

Histon Road 
Histon Road will be closed in an inbound direction to Cambridge from 29th June to allow road 
improvement works to take place. All traffic will continue along Histon Road in the direction towards 
Histon and Impington, but private vehicle traffic will be diverted going into Cambridge along the A14 
and Milton Road.  

The existing Bus service 8 will go into Cambridge along Arbury Road, Carlton Way, Gilbert Road  and 
Milton Road. Bus service B will go via CRC and the Science Park and along Milton Road. 

A new bus service, 8H, will be established to serve residents living along Histon Road (including a few 
who are actually in the Parish of Impington). This bus service will operate for the duration of the 
works. It will come from Cambridge along Histon Road, and then turn right along King’s Hedges Road 
and go through Orchard Park then returning to Cambridge along Arbury Road. This should improve 
bus services for residents of King’s Meadow and Orchard Park, and it would be helpful to have 
feedback from residents of those areas to tell us how they perceive the service. 

Full Council 
In the meeting on 21st May a number of important decisions were made. In the light of Covid 19 the 
April Council meeting was cancelled.  On the 21st a number of decisions were made to defer the 
need for an Annual Meeting until it is safe to call one and to facilitate the operation of council 
meetings online.  

Other matters considered included the adoption of a new constitution which had been prepared 
over a period of time. This included amendments to the scheme of planning delegation, which had 
been the subject of some controversy and which was in the end accepted by Council.  

Following a legal challenge the council had been advised to change its scheme of delegation to 
ensure that the final decision was made by a member of the executive since the Chair of Planning 



Committee is not an executive member of cabinet and this could pose legal problems. This caused 
much discussion and attempts were made by the opposition to get all planning applications which 
the Parish Council concerned or the local member wants to be considered by Planning Committee to 
be sent to Planning Committee. However an overall review of the planning service is to be carried 
out over the next three months and it was felt that any permanent change should be delayed until 
their report and recommendations have been received. Normal procedure would then be that any 
consequential proposals to amend the scheme of delegation would be consulted with all bodies 
concerned, including, in particular, the parish councils rather than being summarily imposed. 

Other matters which were approved included a grant of £50,000 to Milton Country Park to support it 
over the lockdown period, the Zero Carbon Strategy, the terms of reference to the Climate and 
Environment Committee, and the appointment of a new Chief Operating Officer (Anne Ainsworth). 

Planning Committee 
In the early June Planning Committee on June 10th one application may be of interest to Histon and 
Impington Parish Council and so is included as an urgent issue. This was the application for 
almshouses at More’s Meadow in Shelford, which lies in the Green Belt and which has parallels to 
the proposals on Milton Road and may provide guidance to the Parish Council on what might be 
required to get permission for such a rural exception site. The application was for a development of 
21 dwellings of 100% social housing at 50% market rent with the provision of a landscaped public 
amenity area on More’s Meadow adjoining and some replacement allotments. The design of the 
housing was outstanding architecturally with an inspiring design and turf roof.  By contrast an 
application for a similar sized exception site of affordable housing in Linton without an amenity area 
in an area that is not green belt was refused about 6 months ago as the design was felt to be 
unexceptional (MC had voted in favour on housing needs grounds on that occasion but was in a 
minority).  

Shop Locally Initiative 
SCDC has issued a news release that encourages residents to shop locally and support their village 
economies. We love and value the quality and variety of shops and businesses in the ward, and 
would encourage everyone to  

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/spend-locally-plea-as-south-cambs-shops-set-to-reopen-after-
lockdown/ 

Please do spread the word and share posts on this topic from South Camb’s Twitter and Facebook. 
Also, we would like to hear from small to medium sized customer facing businesses in South 
Cambridgeshire. We are finding out views on reopening businesses so that we can further develop 
our support for them. This survey can be  completed at http://www.scambs.gov.uk/business-survey 

Meetings in May 
The “new normal” of meeting by video conferencing has worked pleasingly well, and most of the 
regular committees are now back at work on that basis. 

 



7th May  All Member Briefing  Steve, Pippa, Martin 

13th May Planning Committee Pippa, Martin 

13th May OPCC  Steve, Pippa, Martin 

14th May Scrutiny and Overview 
Committee 

Steve, Martin 

18th May HIPC  Steve, Pippa, Martin 

20th May Planning Committee Pippa, Martin 

20th May All Member Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin 

21st May Full Council Steve, Pippa, Martin  

22nd May  NEC Ward Members’ Briefing 
on draft AAP 

Steve, Martin, Pippa 

26th May Planning Committee Pippa, Martin 

27th May JDCC Steve (observing) 

28th May  All Member Briefing  Steve, Pippa, Martin 

29th May Grants Advisory Committee 
(regarding Zero Carbon Grants)  

Pippa, Martin  

 

Meetings in June 
2nd June Civic Affairs Committee Martin 

4th June  Zero Carbon Grants Workshop Steve, Pippa, Martin 

5th June Future Parks Accelerator Catch-
up. 

Martin  

8th June North East Cambridge Area 
Action Plan Scrutiny Committee 
briefing 

Steve, Martin 

9th June Scrutiny and Overview 
Committee 

Steve, Martin 

10th June Planning Committee Pippa, Martin  

11th June All Member Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin 



15th June Histon & Impington PC Steve, Pippa, Martin 

17th June  Hearing Appeals Training Steve 

25th June Planning Committee Pippa, Martin 

30th June Future Parks Accelerator 
Project  - meeting with project 
team 

Martin  

30th June Climate and Environment 
Advisory Committee 

Pippa, Martin  

 


