
Joint District Councillor’s Report June 2020 

District councillors' monthly report for the communities of Histon & Impington, 
Orchard Park and King's Meadow.  

 
Your Councillors are always ready to help. If you have any questions about these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. Councillor Steve Hunt is on 01223 455180 or Cllr.HuntS@scambs.gov.uk, 
Councillor Martin Cahn is on 07826 748407 or Cllr.Cahn@scambs.gov.uk, Councillor Pippa Heylings is on 
07837 228416 or Cllr.Heylings@scambs.gov.uk. You can also follow your councillors on our webpage 
http://hiopcouncillors.org, on Twitter @pippa4hiop , and on Facebook @pippaheylings4hiop 
 

Covid-19 Contact Tracing – Track and Trace in operation 
The contact tracing process is now in operation. Information on infections are initially passed to 
Public Health England who trace contacts and ensure that all potential cases are tested and/or 
placed in 14 days isolation to prevent passing on the infection. Then South Cambridge District 
Council is informed and where necessary premises are inspected to ensure that proper measures 
have been taken to prevent the spread of the infection – in particular in the case of workplaces. The 
District Council has the power to close premises if necessary to control an outbreak. Local members 
are informed in confidence that there has been an infection. To date the number of outbreaks in 
South Cambridgeshire has been very low and they consist of isolated cases that have not spread. In 
other districts in Cambridgeshire there have been cases linked, for instance, with workplaces that 
have produced localised outbreaks involved a larger number of people but these have been kept 
under control.  

Histon Road 
The inbound closure of Histon Road is now operational. It would be useful to receive feedback on 
how this is affecting our residents and how the new 8H bus service is viewed by residents of Orchard 
Park.  

Burdett House 
Abbeyfield sent a letter to residents of Burdett House one week before the date originally proposed 
for closure (30th June 2020) saying that in view of the relaxations in coronavirus restrictions they 
were asked to leave by that deadline. This caused consternation and panic among the residents and 
a letter was sent to Abbeyfield expressing shock that they were being asked to leave while the 
coronavirus epidemic was still active. Reassurance was received that residents would not be forced 
to leave, but no timeline was given for closure which was planned once limitations on movement 
were relaxed. This provided only limited reassurance to residents and a petition has been organised 
which has received 823 signatures to date: https://www.sclibdems.org.uk/burdett_house_closure . 
We are looking for an alternative home provider. Recent reports have shown that small homes with 
under 20 residents, like Burdett House, have been largely protected from Covid, while the risk gets 
dramatically worse in large homes – emphasising the special value of such homes. 



Planning Committee 
Planning Committee continues bi-monthly to catch up with the backlog of applications that have 
built up due to the concern about legal complications. In late June the Committee considered the 
Huawei application in Sawston that generated considerable publicity, including an appeal by 
President Trump for it to be turned down. It was considered purely on its planning merits and 
approved to the President’s undoubted disappointment.   

Joint Development Control Committee – Cambridge Fringes 
The County Council has withdrawn from this committee and following discussion it has been agreed 
to reconstitute the committee as a committee of Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire 
County Council. The revised constitution has been agreed, and will include 6 members from each of 
the member councils. Cllr. Steve Hunt will sit on the new committee following reconstitution on 1st 
August 2020. This will be a useful link since the activities of this committee will affect us greatly. The 
areas covered by the committee have been revised, and the St Albans Road Recreation Ground, part 
of which lies in Impington Parish, will be included. It has just come to our notice that the proposals 
for redeveloping the Meadows Community Centre, which affect this area in both local authorities, 
will imminently be presented to the City and South Cambridgeshire Planning Committees, not the 
JDCC. This is of concern to your members. Following a briefing on the 15th July in which your 
councillors argued forcefully that the development should be considered as a whole by the Joint 
Development Control Committee, a view that was supported by all the South Cambridgeshire 
councillors present, the planning officers agreed to review this decision. 

South Cambridgeshire New Build Council Housing Strategy. 
A revised Council Housing Strategy has been approved by Full Council on 14th July.   

South Cambridgeshire is still building new council housing and the Strategy shows that the Council 
has funding to deliver about 70 new houses a year for the next five years. This will normally be let at 
levels which can be covered by the local housing allowance which is about 65% of market rents, and 
existing council housing is let at social housing levels which are about 45% of market rents. In 
general, this will be supplied using affordable housing constructed on major developments in the 
district – as for instance the Impington Lane site currently being constructed which is providing some 
new housing for the Council. In suitable circumstances it may also be provided on surplus land on 
Council owned sites, but the potential for this is very limited.  

Construction Sites 
We acted on feedback from residents about issues related to the demolition works at the Bishops 
site and the construction works at Impington Lane. 

In the case of Bishops, comments focused on the movement of lorries to and from the site, in 
particular their use of Cambridge Road to access the site, and the number of lorries queuing outside 
the site.  In the case of Impington Lane, it was about mud and dust getting onto the road and not 
being cleaned up effectively and promptly. 

We spoke with developers and through Enforcement officers, and expect these situations will now 
improve. With regard to the Bishops site, we have been advised by the developer that once their 



build reaches a certain stage, there will not be room on the site to reverse a lorry in, and that 
vehicles will be unloaded by crane from the kerbside. There will be nowhere safe for them to turn 
around, so access both to and from the site via Station Road from the north will not be practical. 

Zero Carbon Communities Grants 
As part of District Council plans for a green recovery as we emerge from lockdown, South 
Cambridgeshire’s communities are being further supported to tackle the climate crisis with £100,000 
additional funding for grass roots projects. 

Local groups can now apply for grants of between £1,000 and £15,000 under South Cambridgeshire 
District Council’s Zero Carbon Communities grant scheme. The Council, which recently adopted its 
first ever Zero Carbon Strategy, lists ‘being green to our core’ as one of its top four Business Plan 
priorities and has declared both a Climate and a Biodiversity Emergency 

This is the second year that the Zero Carbon Communities grant scheme has been run. Last year, 
funding was awarded to 19 different community projects delivering an array of schemes covering 
raising awareness and involving people in issues around carbon emissions, cycling, tree planting, 
lighting, food production, distribution and waste. This year, following feedback from last year’s 
applicants, local groups can apply for a grant to focus on one of three themes. These are cycling, 
community buildings and tree planting and other ‘nature-based solutions’.  

To be eligible, the organisation must be a non-profit group based in South Cambridgeshire or 
benefiting South Cambridgeshire residents, or a South Cambridgeshire parish council. Schools and 
any other organisations can apply for a grant for a project which is accessible to the community and 
not just for educational or academic purposes. Applications from informal community groups and 
local businesses are also encouraged, provided they partner with an eligible non-profit organisation 
as detailed above. 

Groups have until 5pm on Wednesday 30 September to submit their applications for Zero Carbon 
Communities grant funding. Guidance and an application form can be found at 
www.scambs.gov.uk/zerocarbongrant 

Water Treatment Plant Relocation Consultation 
Households have received a leaflet about the relocation of the sewage works from its current 
location to one of three potential sites. Two of the sites are close to our ward; we pressed for the 
third site (purple in the diagram below) to be included in the public consultation. 

We hope many residents will take advantage of the opportunity to view and give detailed feedback 
on the proposals. This phase of the consultation closes on Wednesday 19 August 2020 and can be 
accessed at https://cwwtpr.com/ 



 

Police Station Relocation Consultation 
Another consultation that will be of interest locally is the final phase of public consultation on 
proposals for the new police hub on the site neighbouring the Park & Ride facility in Milton. The 
deadline for feedback is 5pm on Friday 31st July. Information including a virtual exhibition and dates 
for live online Q&A sessions can be found at the consultation website: 
https://cambspoliceconsultation.co.uk/ 

Motion on BAME  
A motion was debated in July Full Council emphasising the need to ensure that BAME citizens are 
treated without prejudice in the District by reviewing the SCDC operations to ensure that BAME 
citizens and staff are treated fairly, by drafting and promoting an equality policy, by auditing street 
names and monuments to see if any have racist links, by encouraging South Cambridgeshire schools 
to include BAME history and cultures in lessons, to encourage a review of any disproportionality in 
treatment of BAME citizens in our area by the police, ask the Combined Authority to produce a 
toolkit for business on understanding race inequality in the workplace, and set up a sub group of the 
Scrutiny and Overview Committee to oversee the process.  

Meetings in June 
2nd June Civic Affairs Committee Martin 

4th June  Zero Carbon Grants Workshop Steve, Pippa, Martin 

5th June Future Parks Accelerator Catch-
up. 

Martin  

8th June North East Cambridge Area 
Action Plan Scrutiny Committee 
briefing 

Steve, Martin 



9th June Scrutiny and Overview 
Committee 

Steve, Martin 

10th June Planning Committee Pippa, Martin  

11th June All Member Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin 

15th June Histon & Impington PC Steve, Pippa, Martin 

17th June  Hearing Appeals Training Steve 

25th June Planning Committee Pippa 

25th June All Member Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin 

30th June Future Parks Accelerator 
Project  - meeting with project 
team 

Martin  

30th June Climate and Environment 
Advisory Committee 

Pippa, Martin  

 

Meetings in July 
1st July Civic Affairs Committee Martin  

7th July Briefing for LD members on 
Investment Partnerships 

Steve, Pippa, Martin 

8th July Planning Committee Pippa, Martin  

14th July Full Council Steve, Pippa, Martin 

15th July  Joint Development Control 
Committee 

Steve is reserve 

15th July OPCC meeting   

15th July Planning Briefing (Meadows 
development) 

Pippa, Martin. 

16th July Scrutiny Committee Steve, Martin 

20th July All Member Briefing, NEC AAP Steve, Pippa, Martin 

20th July  HIPC meeting Steve, Pippa, Martin 

22th July Planning Committee Pippa, Martin 



23rd July All Member Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin 

29th July Licensing training Steve 

 


