
Joint District Councillor’s Report July-Aug 2020 

District councillors' monthly report for the communities of Histon & Impington, 

Orchard Park and King's Meadow.  

 
Your Councillors are always ready to help. If you have any questions about these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. Councillor Steve Hunt is on 01223 455180 or Cllr.HuntS@scambs.gov.uk, 
Councillor Martin Cahn is on 07826 748407 or Cllr.Cahn@scambs.gov.uk, Councillor Pippa Heylings is on 
07837 228416 or Cllr.Heylings@scambs.gov.uk. You can also follow your councillors on our webpage 
http://hiopcouncillors.org, on Twitter @pippa4hiop , and on Facebook @pippaheylings4hiop 

 

Covid-19 Testing  
While this area remains a low incidence area with little suggestion of a second wave as yet, with 

returns to school and university it is to be expected that the risk of an increase is high. There have 

been bottlenecks in the testing process and the centres at Milton and Coldhams Lane have been 

(temporarily?) closed as it was impossible to process tests in the laboratory – this appears to be 

symptomatic of a national problem.  An enlarged laboratory at Addenbrooke’s has been opened, but 

it cannot work at capacity due to a lack of qualified staff – it appears that the training process is time 

consuming and insufficient resources were put in place to train them up during the summer.  

South Cambs Leader Bridget Smith has issued a vlog update on the local Covid situation in which she 

stresses how important it is to continue to follow official advice:  

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCambridgeshireDistrictCouncil/videos/321994919059335/ 

Planning Committee 
Planning Committee was held twice in July and once in August, the proposed committee on 12th 

August being postponed so that legal issues could be considered.  

The proposals considered in these committee meetings and in the JDCC illustrate some of the 

problems that are presented when considering applications. Members have to consider applications 

that are presented and may sometimes have to approve applications that are not perfect in all 

respects.  The application for 80 build-to-rent flats (75 studio, 6 two bedroom) on Neal Drive in 

Orchard Park on a site on which there is already a permission for 42 flats represented a case in point. 

We would have preferred a smaller number of flats, but the use of the land for residential is now 

approved. A previous application for a larger number of flats had been refused, primarily on design 

grounds, and the new application had proposed a better, if still imperfect design which had less 

impact on adjoining properties and improved landscaping.  The real question was – if we refuse the 

application, we will lose the chance to determine it on appeal, when now the reasons for refusal are 

much weaker and so there is the risk of getting a worse development than this. Through discussion 

we obtained better provision in the Section 106 for the Community Council and decided to approve 

‘the devil you know’ rather than having ‘the devil you don’t’. Similar considerations applied to the 

Meadows development (see below).   

In the 9th September Committee the proposal for the Cavendish School on the IVC campus was 

unanimously approved and now passes to the Secretary of State for decision. The pre-application 

http://hiopcouncillors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthCambridgeshireDistrictCouncil/videos/321994919059335/


consultations with local residents, in collaboration with councillors, in this case achieved 

amendments to the application (to the grounds maintenance depot) to prevent nuisance to 

adjoining properties, so that the final application had virtually no objections and we were glad to see 

this application go through.  

Joint Development Control Committee – Cambridge Fringes 

JDCC has been re-constituted after Cambridgeshire County Council decided to pull out of it. In its 

new form it comprises six members of SCDC and six members of Cambridge City Council. Its remit is 

to consider major planning applications on locations that straddle the City/District boundary. The 

areas affected are shown on maps in the committee’s Terms of Reference which can be viewed on 

the City Council website. 

The proposals for redeveloping the Meadows Community Centre, which affect this area in both local 

authorities, was to be presented to the City and South Cambridgeshire Planning Committees, not the 

Joint Development Control Committee. This was of concern to your members and flew in the face of 

a recent decision to extend the remit of the JDCC to include this site. Following a briefing on the 15th 

July in which your councillors argued forcefully that the development should be considered as a 

whole by the JDCC, a view that was supported by all the South Cambridgeshire councillors present, 

the planning officers agreed to review this decision. This was agreed at Planning Committee on 22nd 

July 2020 and the application was therefore considered by the newly constituted Joint Development 

Control Committee on 2nd August 2020. 

At this meeting Cllr Cahn spoke as a local member to amplify the concerns expressed by residents.  

As a committee member Cllr Hunt commented on various aspects of the application which he found 

unsatisfactory including loss of open space, impact on road safety, vehicle movements and parking, 

with likely overspill parking in surrounding streets and Orchard Park. The committee voted to allow 

the development with 11 votes in favour and Cllr Hunt abstaining. 

Water Treatment Plant Relocation Consultation 
As a result of representations, the consultation period was extended to 14th September.  

We hope many residents took advantage of the opportunity to view and give detailed feedback on 

the proposals and we were grateful for opportunity provided to visit Site No 2 on Saturday 12th 

September.  

It should be noted that this decision is to be taken via a Development Consent Order, and the District 

Council is in the same position as a consultee as is the Parish Council. Government funding has been 

provided to facilitate the move to enable more development to take place within the Cambridge 

area, and the development of the North East Cambridge area, which is dependent on the move of 

the STW, is an accepted planning proposal now jointly agreed by the previous SCDC administration 

and the City Council as it straddles the boundary. There have been comments regarding the 

desirability of this development but reversing the decision on the North East Cambridge 

development at this stage is not something that one should consider lightly.  



Call for Sites publication 
The results of the “Call for Sites” was published and the results can be viewed on an interactive map 

here: 

https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-

plan/document-library/site-submissions/ 

This was the first stage in the statutory process of creating the next local plan. Publishing it to the 

public is required by law and ensures the plan making process is transparent. There has been an 

unprecedented response with around 600 sites of varying sizes submitted. The sites on this list have 

all been proposed by landowners, not by the council. These sites have not yet been assessed or 

filtered in any way, and therefore have no planning status. The list is a wish list of potential sites that 

may be used in the plan making process. There now needs to be a democratic process between the 

district council and local people to shape a plan that meets the needs of this area. This was the same 

process followed in making the current local plan.  Following on from the feedback and comments 

received from the public during the Issues & Options First Conversation, there will now be a process 

of working out which of the spatial strategies will be selected for providing jobs and homes 

affordable for people in the district whilst meeting our zero carbon and sustainable living objectives.  

In the previous call for sites, around 400 sites were submitted and just a small number of submitted 

sites were finally selected, less than 10%. Similarly, we envisage that only a very small number of 

sites on this list will be used in the plan. Meanwhile, planners are gathering evidence on transport, 

jobs, housing numbers, water availability, zero carbon and biodiversity implications. We will get to 

see this evidence in October/November. There will be further consultations with the public later in 

the process to present and discuss the preferred spatial options. Until then, none of these sites has 

any planning status.   

The Lib Dem administration will continue to stress the importance of the environment, good green 

transport links and of community in developing a plan for our area. There is both a desperate need 

for housing that people can afford and a requirement that any developments be sustainable 

environmentally, socially and economically. The future of our area must come first before the 

interests of developers seeking a profit. 

Crime 
We have been told about increased and/or more visible drug dealing in Orchard Park. We are glad to 

kept informed, but please do also report anything you may see to the police because this may 

encourage them to prioritise it. We understand that OPCC has an ongoing project to get additional 

CCTV installed in the Unwin Square area and will do what we can to help this along. 

Proposed Anglia Fireplaces/Station Stores site redevelopment 
The application to re-develop the Anglia Fireplaces/Station Stores site is open to comments until 5th 

October. It is seeking planning permission to demolish the existing buildings and replace with 28 

apartments, commercial premises and a new convenience store. If you wish to make any comments 

on the application you  can access it on https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/ under 

case reference 20/03742/FUL. 

https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-plan/document-library/site-submissions/
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/emerging-plans-and-guidance/greater-cambridge-local-plan/document-library/site-submissions/
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/


 

Meetings in July and August  

1st July Civic Affairs Committee Martin 

7th July Briefing for LD members on 

Investment Partnerships 

Steve, Pippa, Martin 

8th July Planning Committee Pippa, Martin  

9th July All-Member Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin 

14th July Full Council Steve, Pippa, Martin 

15th July Planning Briefing (Meadows 

development) 

Pippa, Martin, Steve 

15th July OPCC meeting  Steve 

16th July Scrutiny and Overview 

Committee 

Steve, Martin 

20th July Histon & Impington PC Steve, Pippa, Martin 

20th July All Member Briefing, NEC AAP Steve, Pippa, Martin 

22nd July Planning Committee Pippa, Martin 

29th July Licensing training Steve 

4th August Joint Development Control 

Committee 

Steve, Martin 

12th August Planning Committee  Pippa, Martin 

26th August Planning Committee Pippa, Martin 

 

Meetings in September 

1st September Climate and Environment 

Advisory Committee 

Pippa, Martin  

3rd September All-Members Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin 

7th September Call for Sites Member Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin  



8th September  Greater Cambridge Green 

Infrastructure Opportunity 

Mapping 

Pippa, Martin 

8th September Planning Committee Site Visit  Martin 

8th September Doubling Nature Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin 

9th September Planning Committee Steve, Pippa, Martin 

9th September Presentation of proposals by 

MaCarthy and Stone 

Martin 

14th September Call for Sites Member Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin 

16th September Doubling Nature Forum Pippa 

17th September All Member Briefing Steve, Pippa, Martin 

18th September Waterbeach New Town East 

briefing - Masterplan 

Pippa, Martin 

21st September Waterbeach New Town East 

briefing – viability & S106 

Pippa, Martin 

22nd September Planning White Paper – 

Member Briefing 

Pippa, Martin  

23rd September Waterbeach New Town East – 

Briefing on Transport 

Pippa, Martin  

24th September Full Council Steve, Pippa, Martin 

25th September Future Parks Catch-up Martin 

30th September Scrutiny Workshop Martin, Steve, Pippa 

 


