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• The contract and 5 year obligation – would help to understand this more 

o what is the start date for NH’s 5 year obligation and when does it end [we have been 

told that it is 5 years for each sapling starting from when each one is planted] 

The DCO below states that  

‘Any tree or shrub planted as part of the landscaping scheme that, within a period of five years 

after planting, dies or becomes, in the opinion of the relevant planning authority, seriously 

diseased, must be replaced in the first available planting season with a specimen of the same 

species and size as that originally planted.’ 

We have always interpretated this that every year, for 5 years after the plot was initially planted 

it would be inspected in the Autumn and any failed plants replaced.  

Note: The borrow pits have a 10 year requirement for maintenance. 

I’ll investigate if I can get a high level drawing showing what areas were planted in which season. 

o Where was the start point/area?  

Largely we stated at Alconbury and finished at Milton but there are exceptions which a 

plan would show  

o Concern of how many planting seasons left 

Currently up to 2024/2025 based on when areas were planted 

o What is the obligation to the new trees planted, another 5 year?  

5 years of replacements from the date the plot was planted. This is broken down per  

area 

o the mix of planting – is it trees and verges? spaces between them very tight 

Generally, the plots are a mix of trees and shrubs with shrubs planted at 2m centres, this 

is a standard approach when planting with small scale plots. It does allow for some 

failures as well. The mixes are native trees and shrubs appropriate to the location. 

o what is the minimum survival rate expected in the contract of trees surviving after 5 

years – and what happens if this is not met? 

There is no industry agreed exact figure but would be hoping for around 80% 

establishment to achieve the aims of each plot.  

• The maintenance programme once planted – how do you ensure  

o the same mistakes are not repeated – do you know what the problems were 1st time 

round?  

The survey we are undertaking at the minute will provide greater information and we 

will discuss further when we meet again in August 

o the saplings get watered in dry seasons 



The saplings do not get watered as it is not possible on this scale and would be 

expensive and unlikely to achieve much without applying huge quantities of water. 

o what is to change in your current maintenance plan 

The survey will provide this detail if any changes are needed 

o verge cutting – is biodiversity been considered  

Yes, species rich grassland has been used in some areas. The remainder of the grass 

verge has been sown with a tussock mix to provide a habitat for reptiles and amphibians 

(when on land). 

o where local business considered for maintenance  

Our contractor has appointed the contractor for maintenance and so are bound by who 

is on their frameworks 

 

• Other 

o Why were mature trees not considered, especially around the urban areas eg. Bar Hill, 

Histon 

Feathered trees were specified for the link road.  

We avoid using mature stock as they can require more intensive management to get 

established and don’t always establish well on highways sites. Smaller stock tends to 

overtake the mature stock after several years. 

Where the chosen sapling chosen to reduce noise and pollution and if not why 

The objectives of each planting plot for highway sites are either, visual intrusion, landscape 

integration or biodiversity. There would be additional benefits of improvements to air 

quality but have not been designed for addressing either air quality or noise and there are 

no mitigation requirements in the ES for the planting to mitigate against noise or air 

pollution.  Tree planting does not reduce the noise intrusion of the road but blocking the 

view of the road can increase the perception of lower noise levels. 

o Plastic tree guards – are they biodegradable and if not why 

The Guardian article from August 2021 (link below), the Woodlands Trust said that they will 

stop using plastic guards by the end of the year and they will look at alternatives, cardboard 

or British wool. The guard is to stop saplings being eaten by animals, but the study showed 

that it is better not to have the guards as the harm of the plastic in the soil vs how many 

saplings are lost and also the carbon emissions from manufacturing the plastic guards. 

Scientist conclusion is better to go plastic free. It would be good to speak to the Woodlands 

Trust. Article links:  

The Guardian 

UCL – University College London 

Bio-degradable options are available to buy Bio-Earth Biodegradable Plastic-Free 

 

At the time the specification was written, biodegradable tubes were specified, however, 

these tubes were removed from the market and only the standard non-biodegradable tubes 

were available. The market has changed a lot in the intervening years.  

  

https://amp.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/24/trees-should-be-planted-without-plastic-guards-says-uk-study-aoe
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/news/2021/aug/finding-plastic-free-alternatives-protect-young-trees#:~:text=Saplings%20should%20be%20planted%20without,break%20down%20into%20harmful%20microplastics.
https://www.green-tech.co.uk/tree-planting-products/tree-protection-and-shelters/earthboard-biodegradable-plastic-free-tree-shelter-guard

